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29th ANNUAL CONGRESS 

Saturday Swiss PAIRS FINAL Winners 

   
1st  Rose Moore and 

Linda Coli 
2nd Satish Bedekar and 

Tony Eardley 
3rd Leon Randolph and 

Tony Stevens 

Sunday TEAMS Winners  

   
1st James Steer, Inga 
Hunt and Clive Hunt 

and Stella Steer 

2nd Deana Wilson, Jane 
Reynolds, Jonathan 

Free and Michael 
Bausor 

3rd Ann Hopfmueller, 
David Cowell, Merleine 
Wylie and Robert Wylie 
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29th ANNUAL CONGRESS 

Saturday Swiss Pairs PLATE Winners  

   
1st  John Reid and Ian 

Rowlands  
2nd Christine Jenkins 
and Marie Sheridan 

3rd Robert Wylie and 
Merleine Wylie  

Saturday Swiss Pairs CONSOLATION Winners 

   
1st  Mary Lang (and 

Tony Martin) 
2nd Gordon Brown and 

Sheila Pryce 
3rd Pauline Coulter (and 

Maria Pirajno) 

 

 

 

Winning the Super Vets 2015 

Win Nordstrand and Diane Tilvern 
with Trophy donor John Aquino 
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President’s Report  
Once again Christmas is nearly here – time seems to go 
by so quickly here we are coming to the end of another 
busy and successful year.  In this Newsletter you will 
see results of some of the Red Point events held at our 
Club. Well done to all the winners, commiserations to 

the runners up and thirds – next time … hopefully taking part was 
enjoyable but I know it’s always nice to win.  

This game of bridge that we all enjoy so much takes time to learn. 
Many of us take up bridge for various different reasons. You may like 
playing cards, perhaps your friends play, it’s something to do in the 
afternoons or evening. Yes, there are all kinds of reasons, and lots of us 
get hooked. After a few months you’ve learnt to play and some become 
very good players. Unfortunately a great number of our beginners are 
reluctant to come along and participate in an afternoon or evening’s 
duplicate session. This is a great pity because that’s where so much 
more is learnt. 

I joined Undercroft Bridge Club in about 2003. Like most beginners it 
has taken time to play better and earn points. I enjoy the game 
tremendously, consider myself as an ordinary club player and am still 
learning. 

Bridge is a very fair and open game and we have a ‘rule book’ to 
ensure fair play. When someone calls the ‘Director’, this is to help us all 
play fairly. So if you have just started and someone calls the director, 
don’t be put off. The director will rule for an equitable result and 
should ensure you are not being intimidated if you are a novice player. 

When I was negotiating with the City of Joondalup with regards to our 
application to extend our building, I often argued that Bridge may not 
be a physical sport but it’s a very healthy sport. Exercising our brain 
helps to keep us ‘switched on’. You will see in this newsletter a picture 
of Diane Tilvern and Win Nordstrand who recently won the Super Vets 
competition, a competition you cannot enter until you are over 80 
years young. They were up against some quality opposition too. Well 
done ladies. Bridge sure helps to keep the brain active! They are 
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Undercroft members too, which goes to show the quality of players we 
have here at our club. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and prosperous New Year. I hope to meet some 
more of you at the bridge table.  

David Cowell 

 

The Night before Christmas 
“ C o n t r a c t  b r i d g e ”  b y  B .  J a y  B e c k e r  

 

B. Jay Becker (1904 - 1987) was an American top bridge 
player, columnist and teacher. 

A conservative bidder, Becker had a careful style, avoided most 
bidding conventions and relied instead on his technical skills 
and judgment; he was admired and respected for his quiet 
demeanour at the table. 

 
Twas the night before Xmas, two guests in our house 
Were playing some bridge with me and my spouse. 

"Please tell me," she shouted "Why didn't you double? 
Twas plain from the start we had them in trouble." 

"Tis futile, my Dear - I am taking no stand. 
So please stop your nagging--let's play the next hand." 
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"Remember next time" she said with a frown 
"To double a contract that's sure to go down." 

So I picked up my cards in a down trodden state. 
Then I opened one Spade and awaited my fate. 

Dlr: East ǂ 9876 
Vul: NS Ǆ 65432 
 ǅ 8765 
 ǃ - 
ǂ -  ǂ AKQJ10 
Ǆ QJ109  Ǆ AK87 
ǅ KQJ109  ǅ - 
ǃ KQJ10  ǃ A987 

 ǂ 5432 
 Ǆ - 
 ǅ A432 
 ǃ 65432 

The guy sitting South was like many I've known. 
He bid and played in a world all his own. 

"Two Diamonds," he countered with scarcely a care. 
The Ace in his hand gave him courage to spare. 

My wife, smiling faintly and tossing her head, 
Leaned over the table: "I double," she said. 

And North for some reason I cannot determine 
Bid two Hearts as though he were preaching a sermon. 

I grinned as I doubled, enjoying the fun, 
And turned round to South to see where he would run. 

But South, undistressed, not at loss for a word, 
Came forth with "two Spades" - Did I hear what I heard? 

The other two passed and in sheer disbelief 
I said "Double, my friend, that'll bring you to grief." 

South passed with a nod his composure serene. 
My wife with a flourish led out the Heart Queen. 
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I sat there and chuckled inside o'er their fix. 
But South very calmly ran off his eight tricks. 

He ruffed the first Heart in his hand right away. 
And then trumped a Club on the very next play. 

He crossruffed the hand at a breathtaking pace, 
'Til I was left holding five Spades to the Ace. 

In anguish my wife cried "Your mind's growing old. 
You should see that 6 No Trump For us is ice-cold!" 

By doubling this time I'd committed a sin. 
It just goes to prove that you never can win. 

 

Motorhoming in Europe 
B y  G r a h a m  M i l w a r d  

For anyone thinking of this 
as a possibility I can only 
say “go for it”!! 

My wife Beth and I spent 
nearly 6 months in Europe 
earlier this year. The trip 
was a great experience and 
great way to pick and 
choose just what you want 

to see. Due to the length of our stay we bought a vehicle in France. 

From France we drove through Italy to the Balkan countries, into 
Greece and out to central Turkey. Returning westwards we took in all 
European countries east of Switzerland and Germany with the 
exception of the former USSR states, Serbia and Kosovo. 



7 
 

Apart from Albania and Macedonia (FYROM) which we touched very 
briefly, all other destinations were wonderful. We were most 
impressed by Poland, which appears to progressing very well, 
particularly considering its incredibly tragic past. The country offers 
an amazing variety of attractions including its major cities which have 
been brilliantly rebuilt following WWII. 

Romania was a standout where we spent 3 days in a small boat on the 
Danube Delta and visited a sanctuary housing 70 rescued brown bears, 
Dracula’s castle and the second largest building in the world, after the 
Pentagon, built by the crazy Nicolae Ceausescu. Some of Romania’s 
roads left a bit to be desired, as can be expected, but generally travel 
was easy. 

Turkey presented us with the amazing Istanbul, my favourite city but 
least favourite drivers. Driving in peak hour was one of those 
experiences that make you stronger if it doesn’t kill you!! The history, 
sights and mayhem of Istanbul should not be missed. Heading east we 
tracked past Ankara, all the way on a 6 lane motorway, and out to the 
remarkable terrain of Cappadocia. The residents of the past burrowed 
into weird shaped rock pinnacles to build their homes or in some cases 
excavated entire underground cities housing up to 3000 people.  

  

A hot air balloon ride, together with another 99 balloons, over the 
remarkable landscape was a true highlight. A visit to the Greek and 
Roman ruins in SW Anatolia and Gallipoli topped off Turkish 
experience. I must add to that the wonderful friendliness of the locals. 

Greece was everything we expected plus some. The state of the 
economy was sad to see with pretty much all construction activity 
stopped with unfinished projects frequently visible. The roads were 
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almost devoid of truck traffic. If you are contemplating going to a 
Greek Isle, I would definitely recommend Santorini as a standout. 
There is some great mountain-side driving in Greece if you are not 
faint hearted!! 

In eastern Europe we stayed in caravan parks if we could, but when 
they were not available we always received a “yes” when asking if we 
could park next to a service station, hotel, restaurant, house, etc. For 
the braver at heart other free camping options exist but we chose to be 
a bit more cautious. France though is the tops for motorhomers and, so 
long as there isn’t a “no camping” signs, you can park anywhere. There 
are also numerous options for formalised camping. 

For anyone planning a long trip to Europe there is one issue, however, 
that needs to be worked around. The area of Europe in which you can 
travel without border checks, at the moment anyway, is called the 
Schengen zone. It consists of almost all EU countries plus Switzerland, 
Norway and Iceland, but excluded the UK. Travellers on Australian 
passports are only permitted to stay in the zone for 90 days in any 6 
month period. We did discover, however, that there are some 
countries, including Germany and the Netherlands that will allow an 
extra 90 days after your Schegen time has run out. Our research, which 
is not extensive, indicates that you must have entered Europe via a 
country other than the “extra time” country but leave Europe from 
there. Apart from this restriction, Australia is a great place to be from 
when travelling in Europe. We were received warmly wherever we 
went, particularly in Eastern Europe. 

 

 

 
Leslie and Ray Routledge 

(front centre) with 
graduating students 

November 2015 
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R e d  P o i n t  E v e n t s  W i n n e r s  

John Beyfus Pairs 
Betty Connolly 

Individual 
Championships 

 
 

1st Ann Hopfmueller and David Cowell 1st Nerilyn Mack 
2nd Tad Bieganski and Beata Bieganski 2nd Anne De Souza 

3rd Tony Martin and Mary Lang 3rd Tony Martin 

Gwen Johnston Teams of 4 Open Swiss Pairs 

  
1st Tony Martin, Mary Lang, 

Ann Hopfmueller and David Cowell 
1st Satish Bedekar and 

Anthony Eardley 
2nd Satish Bedekar, Anthony Eardley, 

Nerilyn Mack and Robin Rose 
2nd Dave Munro and 

David Schokman 
3rd Joanna Tennyson,  Lynne Errington , 

Jennifer Bandy and Christine Jenkins 
3rd Brian Fensome and 

Tad Bieganski 
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Humour at the Bridge Table 
B y  A l l a n  D o i g  

The title of this short article is almost a contradiction in terms. 
However, after 40 years in education and nearly 15 years teaching 
bridge, I have witnessed humour in the classroom and at the bridge 
table on many occasions. With an average attendance of around 100 in 
our Saturday morning classes, there are many opportunities for 
amusing situations to occur. 

We have had the usual situations that happen 
occasionally at the normal club sessions such 
as players who have opened the bidding with 
a double and then explain that they just 
wanted to show their partner that they have 
some points. We also get players who have 
doubled their partners opening bid without 
there being an intervening bid. We have 
players come into the initial beginners’ class 
saying that this will be easy and that they will be a full bottle after a 
couple or three lessons. They usually disappear after a couple of 
lessons 

However earlier this year we did have a recently graduated young 
engineer who took the 16 lesson beginners Handbook home one week 
and came back the following week and said that he had taken all the 
lessons in and was ready to start playing bridge. From his progress, 
I'm inclined to believe him. 

What I want to relate now is a few incidences that have happened in 
recent years that have really amused me. The first incident involves a 
recently retired and well respected member of the legal profession. I 
was called over to her table to answer a query. She looked rather 
perplexed explaining that her partner had called 2 clubs over the 
oppositions bid of one no trump. She asked me if she should bid her 
best major. I gave her a rather incredulous look and said that it was an 
impossible bid. When asked why I responded that as there were only 
two majors she must use the comparative degree and respond with 
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her better major. She gave me a rather imperious book and muttered 
something in rather non-standard English. 

Because of the large numbers that attend our Saturday morning class 
we don't rotate and groups stay in the same table for the morning. One 
morning I heard some giggling at the back of the room and I saw some 
rather embarrassed looks on the faces of a group of four ladies. They 
indicated that they didn't want me to come over to see them but I went 
anyway. After some coaxing they admitted that they had just played 
three hands without a dummy. In a similar situation I noticed one day 
as I was wondering around I was astonished to see two dummies on 
one table at the same time. The players certainly looked a bit sheepish 
when I pointed this out. 

Occasionally, I make up a board just to test the players nerve. On one 
particular day I made up of board that north-south could make seven 
clubs and east-west could make seven spades. I watched the bidding at 
one table get quite enthusiastic. North rather boldly and emphatically 
bid seven clubs but East then triumphantly bid seven spades. The 
player sitting north beckoned me over and ask for advice. Being of a 
mischievous nature, I naturally enough told her to bid eight clubs. She 
rummaged through her bidding box and said that she couldn't find a 
card for eight clubs. By that time the paroxysms of laughter were 
coming from her opponents made her realise the futility of her search. 
I felt so sorry for causing her such embarrassment that I bought her a 
chocolate next week. 

So, in summary, teaching bridge is a very rewarding activity in terms 
of providing intellectual 
stimulation for adults 
but at the same time, as 
a teacher, I get a lot of 
amusement from the 
interaction with the 
players.   
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Diary Dates  2016 
January 
Monday 11th  7.15pm New Year Pairs – 1 of 3 
Monday 18th  7.15pm New Year Pairs – 2 of 3 
Monday 25th  7.15pm New Year Pairs – 3 of 3 

February  

Friday 5th  7.15pm Syd Noakes Trophy – 1 of 3 
Friday 12th  7.15pm Syd Noakes Trophy – 2 of 3 
Friday 19th  7.15pm Syd Noakes Trophy – 3 of 3 

March  

Tuesday 1st  12.30pm Summer Pairs – 1 of 3 
Tuesday 8th  12.30pm Summer Pairs – 2 of 3 
Tuesday 15th  12.30pm Summer Pairs – 3 of 3 
Friday 4th  7.15pm Restricted Butler Pairs – 1 of 3 
Friday 11th  7.15pm Restricted Butler Pairs – 2 of 3 
Friday 18th  7.15pm Restricted Butler Pairs – 3 of 3 
Wednesday 30th  7.15pm GNOT – 1 of 5 

Continues April 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th 

 

Committee Contact Numbers 
David Cowell (President) 9403 5552 David Coulter 9447 2444 
Alan Tolley (Vice President) 9447 4871 Helen Larsen 9402 0705 
Barbara Ainlie (Treasurer) 9300 0970 Graham Milward 9203 6362 
Margaret Melsom (Secretary) 9445 7124 Lyn Mol 9448 1779 
De’Arn Alexander 9382 2831 Bruce Penhey 9343 8866 
Beata Bieganski 9300 5460 Linda Reading 9447 9708 

 

Undercroft Bridge Club 
Percy Doyle Reserve 

Cnr Warwick Road and Marmion Avenue, Duncraig 
Postal Address: PO Box 41, Duncraig East 6023 

Telephone/Fax: 9447 3226 
Email: ubcinc@westnet.com.au 


